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clamps icy grip 
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What’s worse is that he doesn’t appear to 
be planning to leave anytime soon. A6 
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Symphony takeover falls apart 


Donor group bolts when pension liability is spotted 


By Dawn Kopecki 
and Jim Kiest 
STAFF WRITERS 


Donors set to take over opera- 
tions of the San Antonio Sym- 
phony have backed out of the 
deal after discovering a potential 
$8.9 million pension liability, 
leaving the future of the orches- 
tra in doubt. 

“We thought we had gotten to 


the finish line. Then they said 
there might be an unfunded 
portion of their pension plan,” 
said J. Bruce Bugg Jr., chairman 
of Symphonic Music for San 
Antonio, a nonprofit set up by 
major donors to take over the 
symphony’s operations. “We 
were hoping to have the transi- 
tion completed by now. We felt 
like we were pretty far along. 
Everything ground to a halt at 


that point.” 

The board that’s now running 
the symphony will meet Tues- 
day to discuss the impact on the 
current season and future of the 
orchestra, Chairwoman Alice 
Viroslav said. 

The Symphony Society of San 
Antonio has been running the 
orchestra since 1939 and was 
supposed to relinquish control 
to the new group earlier this 


year. 

“T have to get the board to- 
gether and allow them to dis- 
cuss all options,” she said when 
asked whether bankruptcy was 
on the table. “This isn’t a posi- 
tive development. This is very 
surprising for all of us. Not a 
pleasant surprise for anyone.” 

San Antonio supermarket 
chain H-E-B, the Tobin Endow- 
ment and the Kronkosky Chari- 


J. Bruce Bugg 
said the donors 
canceled the 
arrangement 
last Thursday. 


table Foundation set up the 
nonprofit and announced plans 
in July to take over the sympho- 
ny’s assets and operations from 
the Symphony Society by Sept. 1. 
Although they donated about 
Symphony continues on A13 


Photos by Steve Gonzales / Houston Chronicle 


Among the litany of items destroyed by Hurricane Harvey was the research pier at UT’s Marine Science Institute 
in Port Aransas. Because of the damage the storm did, researchers were scattered across the state. 


SCHOOL'S TOUGHEST TEST 


Badly damaged 
by Harvey, UT’s 
marine institute 
struggles along 


By Alex Stuckey 


STAFF WRITER 


PORT ARANSAS — Jagged 
splinters of wood stick out of 
the shoreline — all that’s left of 
a pier that once stretched 100 
yards into the Gulf of Mexico. 

White plastic tarps flap in 
the whipping December wind 
atop dozens of roofs that failed 
to withstand the brutal force of 
a hurricane. Small buildings 
nearby are caved in, while stur- 
dier ones are stripped to the 
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Tricentennial 


show on — 


for 


now, at least 
Chilling forecast is ahead 


By Bruce Selcraig 
STAFF WRITER 


Despite a strengthening forecast of full-blown 
winter, Tricentennial officials say the celebration 
and music acts set for Hemisfair on New Year’s 
Eve will proceed unless the weather gets so bad 
that police say people should not drive. 

The National Weather Service doesn’t get very 
specific about what weather will do 72 hours 
before an event, even if the event opens a major 
city’s 300th anniversary year. But meteorologists 
said Wednesday that conditions will be ripe for 


freezing rain by Sunday morning. 


“Winter weather is complex,” NWS meteorol- 
ogist Steve Smart said. “It’s one thing to forecast 
surface conditions, but quite another to forecast 
atmospheric conditions at a certain time of day. 
The best we can do right now is to say some very 
cold air is coming and there could be enough 
precipitation to cause sleet. But we'll know much 


more 24 to 48 hours out.” 


The city’s annual New Year’s Eve party is dou- 
bling as the launching pad for its yearlong Tricen- 
tennial observance. There'll be a Ferris wheel, 
fireworks and free performances by REO Speed- 

Show continues on A13 


DA vows to get 
to the bottom of 
deputies’ action 


By Peggy O’Hare 


STAFF WRITER 


Bexar County District At- 
torney Nico LaHood said his 
office will do whatever is neces- 
sary to “get to the truth” of what 
led to the fatal shootings by 
sheriff’s deputies of a 6-year-old 
boy and an unarmed felon at a 


studs to prevent the spread of the coastal town of Port Aran- Zucheng has been lost. Schertz mobile home park last 
mold. sas — where the institute calls Wang Institute leaders still are week and will determine wheth- 

The 72-acre plot looks like an | home — and officials still are continues his | assessing the damage, which er any laws were broken. District 
abandoned town from the months from bringing research | researchina | already has filled a 3,500-line “We're going to look at every- | Attorney 
1970s. efforts back online. damaged lab spreadsheet, but the cost to thing,” LaHood said Wednes- Nico LaHood 

Only it’s not an abandoned Faculty and students have at the rebuild will be in the “many day. “This is serious stuff. You said that his 
town. It’s the University of been displaced, many to Texas | institute. tens of millions of dollars,” said | have four deputies that people office is 
Texas at Austin’s once-thriving | A&M University’s Corpus Robert Dickey, institute direc- are looking at very suspiciously, | “going to look 
Marine Science Institute, the Christi campus, millions of tor. and then you have a young boy at every- 
first of its kind on the Gulf. dollars of equipment has been But they will rebuild, Dickey | that left this earth way too thing.” 

It’s been four months since destroyed and decades of re- said. And they will be bet- young. But then you also have a 
Hurricane Harvey decimated search that can’t be replicated Institute continues on A9 LaHood continues on A9 

TRICENTENNIAL 153rd year, No. 89. 


Mostly cloudy 
Full report, C10 


30 


15-Month Certificate 


ni 


nation with distinct 


% 


APY' 


of $250,000. APY subject to change without notice. Fees may reduce earnings on your account. 


Local Latinos served the 


ion. A8 


| Mango carnitas taco on a corn tortilla from 
Barriba Cantina. See ExpressNews.com/Tacos 
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